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Preparing in the Parish for Chrism Mass
Disposing Holy Oils and Cleaning Vessels

DISPOSING HOLY OILS
“Each year when the bishop blesses the oils and consecrates the chrism, the pastor should see that the old oils are 
properly disposed of by burning and that they are replaced by the newly blessed oils.” (#1127, Book of Blessings)

To prepare for the new Holy Oils, Church leaders dispose of old Holy Oils in a dignified manner. It is not 
fitting to burn oils along with trash or other non-religious refuse or bury it in any locale so choose the location, 
thoughtfully. Pastors may burn old oils in the Easter Fire at the Easter Vigil Mass.

In some locales, burning is restricted. In those cases, pastors may bury the old oils in blessed ground such church 
grounds or a Catholic cemetery. Near the church, dig a hole 12 inches deep near the foundation of the church, 
pour the oils in the center, and cover the hole with earth. In a cemetery, locate a special area for the old oils and 
bury them using a hole 12 inches deep. Since the oils and chrism essence are of olive oil and non-petroleum 
based materials, the ground will eventually absorb them.

PREPARING AND CLEANING PARISH VESSELS
After they are emptied, the ambry vessels or other containers of used Holy Oils should be cleansed in the church 
with hot soapy water to dilute the olive oil and essence of chrism. 

Empty the soapy water into the sacrarium in the sacristy or (in absence of a sacrarium) directly into the ground 
next to the church in a similar manner and location recommended above for burying old oils.

After traces of the old oils have been removed from the ambry vessels and containers, the containers can be 
cleansed and dried in a normal fashion.

New ambry containers are blessed with prayer described in #1130-1149, Book of Blessings.
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